Region 2 Wrap Up

103-The most entertaining bout of this weight class took place in the semis when Albrecht/BC looked like he might be ready to knock off the 2nd seed, Schneider/H, but in a flurry of a finish Schneider was able to secure a takedown in the closing seconds.  Then he was able to hold on in the closing seconds, avoid the stall by as BC tried to escape, and earn a trip to the finals for a rematch with Gravina.  Albrecht was able to win a 6-3 decision over Negron/B in wb2 and reach the cons final.  Gravina advanced to the semis with a first period fall and met Cantone/SJ.  Cantone was injured early and had to default with Gravina leading and in control.  Cantone was able to come back in wb2 with a 7-1 win over Reardon/DB but could not continue in the medal round.  Albrecht advances to the states and takes 3rd.  In the finals Gravina and Schneider were netted at one in the closing seconds.  Gravina almost had a TD at the buzzer and seemed to control the pace down the stretch.  He scored a TD in overtime to win a region title as a freshman.
112-The semifinal round featured the returning BCCA champ, 2nd seeded Nadera/P, and the wrestler who upset him last week, Rottingen/Ry.  For a few minutes, it looked like neither would find their way to the finals.  Nadera held a lead in the second period but Miuccio was able to turn the senior to his back to grab the attention of the crowd.  At about the same time, Rottingen was on his back as Stueben/NH was on his way to building an early 7-1 lead.  Miuccio chose the top position and it proved to be a great move as Miuccio was able to turn and pin his way to the finals with a minute left in the bout.  Rottingen battled back to 7-5 but only had 8 seconds to go as they went out of bounds.  From the top position he went to a crab ride off the whistle and pulled Stueben to his back for a five count, holding him there until the buzzer went off for a memorable 8-7 win.  The big wrestle back story was Casper/BC.  He was eliminated from gold competition when Stueben took him down at the buzzer in the quarters for a wild 11-10 win.  He battled back beating Alorro/Cr and Nadera to earn his way to the cons final.  Stueben, who was involved in five dramatic third period finishes, beat Guerriero/SBGR 6-5 and Manginelli/Du 14-12.  Casper was ready in the cons final and pinned Stueben in 2:33.  In the finals Rottingen was dominant and cruised to a 16-3 dominating victory and he was later named the MOW.
119-Joe Orecchio/DB is returning to AC this year after taking 2nd at the states last year as the reigning regional champion.  He pinned his first two opponents to advance to the finals to meet Grigorian/FL.  Grigorian gave Orecchio all he could give him and kept the match close the entire way, but was unable to pull off the move he needed to make a difference on the scoreboard.  Orecchio stayed in good position and made the most of his chances and won 4-1.  Grigorian earned his trip to the finals with a win over Slater/Ry, 7-4.  Schneider/EPR was the hot wrestler, losing only to eventual champion Orecchio, defeating Slater/Ry for 3rd place.  Slater had a tight one in the quarters with Ressler/PV, earning the semis with a tight one point win, and yet another close win over Mitchell/BC to reach the cons final, 1-0.
125-The big upset in this weight class came when Maselli/EPR, 3rd in D8, knocked off Preefer/Cr in the semis, after losing a number of head to head matches with him.  This earned the sophomore a bout with Melde/BC in the finals.  Melde reached the finals with two falls and looked to be in control of this weight class, and Melde was in control the whole way in the finals, winning 7-1.  Preefer rebounded in time to win against Rizzitello/P and then again for 3rd place over Giovanetti/RW.
130-Matt Jacobson met Alorro/SBGR in the quarters and advanced with a tight 9-7 win and met Guariello/EPR.  Guariello controlled Jacobson in the semis in a much anticipated bout, but was controlled the bout to advance to the finals. Freshman Dawson/DB cruised through the bottom bracket with two MD’s over Valle/B and Mangini/BC.  In a tight final match Dawson and Guariello were tied at one early in the third when things changed in a hurry.  Guariello was hit for his second stall, and then chose to give the escape, making it 2-1 DB.  Dawson got in deep on a low single and got the TD.  Guariello took some chances to score late and ended up surrendering back points, giving Dawson the 7-1 win.  Jacobson advanced in wrestle back 2 and met Alorro again and had to defeat him twice to earn his ticket to AC, using a pancake to build a lead and won 11-6.

135- The early story was James DiGregorio/EPR sticking Rehain/NH in the quarterfinals.  Rehain had a lead in a back and forth match but DiGregorio locked up a cross face cradle, and despite a heck of a bridge, Rehain was pinned.  He won a match in the wrestle backs and was able to pin freshman Baranello/RD, the 3rd seed to earn a rematch with DiGregorio.  This rematch was won by Rehain, 8-6.  State bronze medalist Fava/EP earned the finals with a TF and a first period win.  Zotollo/P, with less on his resume, similarly dominated the bottom bracket with two falls and entered the finals with nothing to lose.  Fava was explosive and in control of the first period, earning a takedown and back points, building a 4-1 lead.  Zotollo pushed the action and wasn’t afraid to mix it up, nearly scoring points on the line a few times.  Fava seemed less aggressive the match went on, the stall calls came in the third period, and rightly so.  Fava held on for an 8-6 win.  Zotollo was impressive in defeat, and may be a wrestler to watch this weekend in AC.  
140-Nick Alpher entered the finals as the BCCA champ without a local defeat, but Mastriani/DB gave him a run in the D5 semis, dropping a one point loss.  Each wrestler earned an escape, but Alpher earned a point on a Mastriani slam and had a one point lead as the clock ran down.  Mastriani kept on the offense and was finally rewarded, getting the TD on the line with 9 seconds on the clock to win the region title.  Mastriani also knocked off the 3rd seed, Pietrantuono/RW, in the semis.  Pietrantuono bounced back in the wrestle backs to earn a bronze medal match with Marrero/B, who was coming off a wild 18-15 win over Flesche/OT.  Pietrantuono dominated the bout, winning by TF.

145-Dickman/SBGR and Charles/OT were seeded 1st and 2nd respectively and neither was tested prior to the finals.  Charles opened the bout with a takedown, but Dickman was quick to rebound to build a lead.  Charles got a late TD and added a point for a stall call on Dickman, and got in deep for a possible winning TD in the final seconds, but Dickman scrambled and held on without surrendering the points and held on to win the title.  Sixth seeded Melon may have entered with a 15-12 record, but he was impressive in defeating 3rd seeded Dombrowski/DB in the quarters before falling to Charles. He then beat Vecchione/EPR to reach the cons finals.  Rivera/B lost his quarterfinal bout with Charles but was able to wrestle back to the cons finals with Melon.  Melon was able to win a tight one in overtime, 5-4, when he was able to escape at the buzzer in the first thirty second period and held on in the second thirty second period.
152-A district final rematch between Dack/DB and Durante/P wound up being the fourth time these wrestlers met.  Dack won in D5 finals and won again here, 2-1.  Tsolakidis/NVD was battling in a tight match with Cimiluca/SBGR, but advanced when Cimiluca ran out of injury time outs and defaulted.  Franklin/RW held off Farina/SJR, 10-4, but met top seeded Switzer/BC, and lost the match 9-3.  Dack was down 2-0 after a period with Tsolikidis but then got on top and dominated the next four minutes for a 16-2 MD to earn the finals with Switzer.  Switzer came out strong, getting the opening TD and quick NF points for an early lead.  Dack got in position to make it interesting a few times but was unable to capitalize and Switzer won the match 9-3.  Farina beat Tsolikidis and Franklin had a tight win over Durante, 5-4 to set up the cons final.  Farina won the bout to advance to the states as a freshman.
160-Medical issues took out three top wrestlers at this weight class.  The BCCA champ - Splendorio/Mah, returning region champ –Torres/EP, and the 4th seed Iorio/BC all were unable to compete.   After an uneventful quarterfinal round, freshman Mattiace/DB knocked off top seeded McDermott/SJR, 5-2.  Ramos/Haw, another freshman, was not able to make it an all freshman finals, as M. Mordaga/P dominated the match, 16-6.  Ramos bounced back by pinning Layne/NVD and McDermott won by MD over Macko/Ry.  Ramos and McDermott had a wild back and forth match, with McDermott winning 15-11.  In the finals Mordaga and Mattiace wrestled a scoreless first period.  Mordaga took the bottom position in the 2nd period, and Mattiace locked up a tight cross face cradle and ended the match by fall at the 3:07 mark.
171-The top two seeds, Khoury/SJR and Murberg/PV, met in the d8 finals and met again in the region finals.  Murberg had a tougher time getting there, needing to OT get past Walker/Mah in the semifinals in an exciting bout.  Walker was involved in another interesting bout the previous round when he edged Kipiani/RPO in overtime on a stall call.  Kipiani was able to recover in time to beat Otsuka/BC, A. Mordaga/P, and Leer/R and take 3rd place.  Leer eliminated Walker in the 2nd wrestle back.  The final match was much more intriguing in the regions than in the districts.  Khoury opened up with a TD but Murberg escaped and got in deep on a double leg for a TD, making for an interesting first period that ended 3-3.   Khoury added a reversal and a stall point to build a lead, but Murberg had a chance to tie it w TD with 30 seconds left.  Khoury secured a TD at the buzzer and held on 8-5.
189-The best quarterfinal bout wound up also being the consolation final, and they were both interesting matches to watch.  Yuhas/BoW and Yali/WMP scored well over forty points in two matches combined, and both times, the more experienced Yali found a way to finish on top.  Yali was eliminated from the gold medal competition by Wengerter/Cress via decision, 11-7.  The top bracket was dominated by the 5th seeded wrestler, freshman Gross/DB.  Gross controlled the match against the top seed, Schlett/GRSB and advanced to the finals with a 5-1 decision.  Wengerter opened with a TD but by the third period Gross was building momentum, and a lead.  In the third period he got it going with a reversal, and surrendered two escapes after two defensive TDs to win the title with a 9-7 victory.
215-This weight featured a 215 who went 285 for a lot of the season - Price/Hack, a BCCA champ at 215 in McCue/SJR, a BCCA runner up in Okunlola/OT, and an undersized upper weight in Pragdat.  These four wrestlers were the clear cut top four and they all advanced to the semifinals.  Pragdat moves quickly and knows when to stay away from the bigger guys, but is strong enough to finish takedowns against much larger opponents.  He showed those skills in his 4-2 win over McCue to advance to the finals.  In the top bracket Price and Okunlola had an entertaining bout that ended in a decision for Price 5-3.  In the consolations, Okunlola had another shot at McCue after losing to him a number of times but wasn’t able to change the results.  McCue won 7-2 to take the bronze medal.  In the finals, a clash of styles and sizes, Price wasted no time and left no doubts, tossing Pragdat to his back for a quick 15 second fall.
285-Schmitz/DB came in as the 3rd seed, having lost to 2nd seeded Man/Mah previously.  He advanced over Uzzalino/RW, who placed 4th here last year and had the best advancement of all the entrants in the class.  Schmitz dominated in his rematch with Mann, advancing with a MD, 15-5.  In the top bracket Shannon/OT rolled his way to the finals with two falls.  Mann came back and reached the consolation final to meet Daoud/Hack.  The two battled for the right to go AC and both wrestlers were looking to hit the big move to secure their ticket.  In the end Mann threw Daoud to his back and kept him there for the fall in 5:12.  In the finals Shannon and Schmitz squared off in the last bout of the night.  They entered the last period tied 2-2.  Shannon escaped to take a one point lead and got a tack on TD at the buzzer to win 5-2 to earn his first trip to AC, bringing a 35-0 record down with him.
