Region 2 Preview
BCW staff
103- A good quarterfinal bout to watch is Cantone/SJ and Negron/Berg.  I expect Cantone to advance to the top seeded Gravina.  Albrect/BC and Massaro/OT also may be close, but expect BC to advance.  Schneider/Hack has been waiting a long time to get another shot at Gravina/NH.  To get there, he will likely have to defeat Albrecht again in the semis, which is a rematch of the district final.  I like Schneider getting to the finals, but I still think Gravina wins again.  Going with Gravina, Schneider, and upset pick is Cantone SJ taking 3rd over Albrect.

112- Probably the most interesting weight class to follow, along with 215, is 112.  All the fireworks at D5 got the attention of Region 2 fans.  There are a few guys outside that district that will make some noise, but I still see the anticipated rematch of Rottingen and Nadera in the finals.  An interesting quarterfinal bout to watch will be Casper/BC and Stueben/NH.  Stueben just won his 100th bout, but will be tested by Casper in the quarters.  I see Casper winning this one and moving to the semis.  In the bottom bracket, expect Miuccio/OT to get to the semis, but Manginelli/Du is going to give him a good test right away.  This deep weight class is tough to pick, with four wrestlers having reached the states at least once, and a number of strong seniors looking to end their HS careers with a bang.  I think the title bout is a tough one to call, but I’ll go with the senior Nadera in another tight one over Rottingen and I see Casper edging Miuccio for 3rd place.
119- Quarterfinal match to watch is Schneider/EPR and Mitchell/BC.  Mitchell won the first time in the BCCA’s in a tight match, but I think Schneider has a good chance to reverse that one and advance to the semis to meet Orecchio/DB.  The likely semifinal match of Slater/Ry and Grigorian/FL will be a good one, and I think Slater will avenge his previous loss to the FL senior.  Don’t expect any matches with Orechio to be competitive, but they are all worth watching, as Orechio is possibly the best pound for pound wrestler in the region.  I see Slater taking 2nd, and Grigorian taking third over Schneider.
125- Ryan Giovanetti/RW is a returning finalist, but is the 5th seed due to head to head losses to Melde/BC and Rizzitello/P.  Rizetello lost to Maselli/EPR and Preefer/Cr beat Maselli, which all impacted the brackets.  Herbener/NVD beat Maselli in the district semis, but the loss was eliminated due to a round robin with Getto/NH.  The wild card here is Herbener, who has the ability to hit the big moves and is pretty unpredictable.  I don’t see him being a factor until the wrestlebacks because he has Melde right away.  The quarters will have some fireworks.  Giovanetti and Rizzetello is a great match, but I expect Rizzetello to prevail again.  Maselli is the 3 seed, but Getto will give him a test right away.  Expect Preefer and Maselli to wrestle in the semis in a rematch down bottom.  Melde, the class of the weight, should win this one without too much drama.  I like Preefer 2nd.  It wouldn’t surprise me to see Giovannetti or even Herbener in the consolations, but I’m going with Rizzitello edging Maselli for 3rd.  
130- Nick Gurriello/EPR is the top seed here, but there is plenty of competition.  At least one tough wrestler will be eliminated from gold medal contention when Josh Alloro/Cress and Matt Jacobson/SBGR meet in the quarters.  Romero/Bog and Mangini/BC also might be interesting.  I expect the higher seeds will advance to the semis, putting Guariello and Jacobson together and Dawson/DB and Romero together down bottom.  Picks are tough here because I could see things going a few different ways.  I’m going with Guariello over Jacobson in the semis.  Dawson earns a region final match as a freshman with a win over Romero.  So the call here is Guariello, Dawson, and Jacobson.
135- The most interesting bout here for early Saturday features DiGregorio/EPR and Rehain/NH in the quarterfinals.  I’ll go with the experienced Rehain here.  The best bout of the weight class could be the probable semifinal in the bottom bracket if Zotollo/P and Baranello/RD meet.  Both wrestlers earned a seed over Rehain, a region placer, via head to head wins.  I see this as a really tight one, but my gut says the freshman from River Dell will pull it out.  The class of the weight is Fava/EP, a state bronze medalist.  Fava will be untested this weekend in my opinion.  The wrestle backs will be interesting, and don’t be surprised if Madormo/RPO is in the mix.  He is one of three tough guys from District 5 in the quarters and can stay with everyone in the weight class but Fava.  My call here is Fava, Baranello, and then Zotollo.
140- There are three returning placers at this weight.  Alpher/P is the top seed and BCCA champ and has gone to states twice.  Pietrantuono/RW is the returning region champ, but is the 3rd seed because he has lost to Mastriani/DB.  Mastriani is a returning region placer who has had close losses to Alpher.  Erick Marrero/B is the next best wrestler at the 4 seed, but it is hard to imagine him cracking the top three.  Alpher has earned the right to have the easier road to the finals while Pietrantuono and Mastriani do battle in the bottom bracket, in what could be a very entertaining and physical bout.  I like Pietrantuono to avenge his loss and excel as he did last year in the regions, setting up a huge style clash with Alpher in the finals.  I see Alpher controlling the pace of the match down and avoiding the big moves to take the title, and the sophomore, Mastriani, takes 3rd.
145- Expect the top two seeds, Dickman/SBGR and Charles/OT, to meet in the finals.  There may be some close bouts, but I think they are the best in the class. After that, good luck picking the next best guys.  Two round robins eliminated seven head to head wins between six wrestlers, making seeding interesting.  When that happens it is hard to predict who will wind up with the bronze.  I think the best two guys of this group are wrestling in the quarters - Barahona/WMP and Gordon/H.  They haven’t met yet.  Also watch Dombrewski/DB and Melon/P in the 3 v 6 quarterfinal.  The 7-8 seeds, Rivera/B and Vecchione/EPR could get  the mix.  Rivera has a win over Gordon and Vecchione has a win over Rivera.  I like Dickman beating Charles in the finals and I’ll go with the host school favorite earning 3rd place on his own mat, but picking any of these six guys for 3rd could make sense to me.
152- Switzer/BC is already in the semis due to the fact that Heitman/Mah is out.  Early matches to watch are aplenty.  Franklin/RW vs. Farina/SJ and Cimiluca/SBGR and Tsolakidis/NVD should be close, but I expect the 2 seed, Dack/DB to be strongly challenged by Durante/P.  They have wrestled three times, with Durante winning two and Dack winning the recent match.  I can see the possibility of three upsets at this weight class in the opening round.  I like Farina, a very physical freshman to beat Franklin and I take the senior, Tsolakidis over Cimiluca.  It is hard to pick a 7th seed to advance, but I think Durante will beat Dack in the quarters too.  I don’t think anyone is beating Switzer, but I expect most of his matches to be tight.  I take Switzer to win it all over Durante and Dack to battle back to take third.
160- I can’t remember a weight class that lost a BCCA champ and a region champ in the districts, and it is even stranger that both are due to concussion.  It is unfortunate that we won’t see Splendorio/Mah or Torres/EP on the mat this weekend.  This does make for an entertaining opening round, starting with Iorio/BC and Mattiace/DB.  I like the Bosco frosh here in a close one, which would advance him to the semis with top seeded McDermott/SJR.  In the bottom bracket I see 6th seeded Layne/NVD knocking off Hawthorne’s tough freshman Ethan Ramos and meeting M. Mordaga/P.  I like McDermott over Mattiace in the semis and Mordaga over Layne in the other semi.  I pick McDermott to win, Mordaga 2nd, and Mattiace taking 3rd.

171- I see this weight class to be the most straightforward in the region.  After all the upsets at 152, I get really conservative here.  Khoury/SJR is the heavy favorite and is a returning regional 2nd.  The most appealing bout is a likely semifinal between Kipiani/RPO and Murberg/PV.  The top bracket also features A. Mordaga/P and Leer/T who meet in the quarters.  Murberg has won a match with Kipiani this season, and if he can repeat, he can earn his first trip to AC and a rematch with Khoury.  I see this weight finishing as it was seeded – Khoury 1st, Murberg 2nd, Kipiani 3rd, Mordaga 4th.
189- Gross/DB vs. Torrres/B and Yali/WMP vs. Yuhas/BoW are interesting quarterfinal bouts.  I expect Gross, the tough freshman to advance over Torres.  Yali has an interesting opponent in Yuhas.  Yuhas has limited experience but has been getting a lot of attention so far with a win over Torres in the district 7 final.  Yali should prevail and meet Schlett/GRSB, the top seed.  Schlett has only one loss this year, to Donnely/NVOT (who is injured) but since that upset he hasn’t lost a match.  I expect him to meet Gross in the semis.  Wengerter/Cress is a BCCA champ who has two losses.  One is to Khoury/SJR, the top seed at 171, and the other is to the top seed here, Schlett.  I see Schlett beating Wengerter in the finals and Gross over Yali for third.
215- This is a very tough weight class to call.  The top seed is Price/H is coming down from 285, where he was an undersized BCCA runner up.  Pragdat/Mah is a region 4th placer who missed time with an injury and has bumped around a few weight classes.  He has been pretty dominant as of late and stayed within two points of Innis/SPP, one of the state’s best 215 pounders, losing 8-6.  McCue is a 3rd seed, but hasn’t lost to anyone here and is the BCCA champ.  Price, also a region 4th will likely wrestle Okuniola/NVOT, who is a BCCA runner up and McCue and Pragdat are likely to meet in the bottom bracket semifinals.  I see Price winning a close match up top and advancing to the finals. It is tough to make this call, but I will go with Pragdat over McCue and I stick with Pragdat to win over Price in the finals.  I like McCue to take third over Okuniola, which is a BCCA and D8 final rematch.  I have to say this is the deepest and most interesting 215 class I can recall.

285- I don’t see anyone who can wrestle with Shannon/OT, an undefeated BCCA champ,but the race for 2nd and 3rd is tough to call.  Mann earned his 2nd seed with a win over Uzzalina/RW and he faces Daoud/H who only has one loss.  I am picking Daoud him over Mann in the opening round.  Ridgewoods Uzzalino is the top region advancer from last year, taking 4th place, but due to head to heads, dropped from the top preseed to the 6th seed and is facing Schmitz/DB.  I am picking Schmitz  over Daoud in the semis.  In the 4v5 bout Rodriquez/Lodi meets Malki/EP.  Malki has a win over the Lodi junior, and I’ll go with EP there, with the winner going to Shannon.  I have this weight class going like this: 1 Shannon, 2 Schmitz, 3 Daoud.
